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“Single Interface for Music Score Searching and Analysis Project”

A thousand years of print and manuscript music sits on the shelves of libraries and museums around the globe. While
on-line digitization programs are opening these collections to a global audience, digital images are only the beginning of
true accessibility since the musical content of these images cannot be searched by computer. The goal of the Single
Interface for Music Score Searching and Analysis project (SIMSSA: http://simssa.ca) is to teach computers to recognize
the musical symbols in these images and assemble the data on a single website, making it a comprehensive search and
analysis system for online musical scores. Based on the optical music recognition (OMR) technology, we are creating an
infra-structure and tools for processing music documents, transforming vast music collections into symbolic representa-
tions that can be searched, studied, analyzed, and performed.
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“The Challenges of MIREX:

Maximizing evaluation access within the bounds of copyright restrictions”

The Music Information Retrieval Evaluation eXchange (MIREX; http://music-ir.org/mirexwiki) had its first plenary meeting
at Queen Mary College, University of London in October 2005. It has been run annually each year since 2005 with the
upcoming August 2016 plenary marking its 12th iteration. MIREX has evaluated some 2761 individual music information
retrieval (MIR) algorithm runs over 54 different test collections. The MIREX evaluations represent the wide range of MIR
tasks and sub-tasks that have interested researchers over the years. MIREX has involved researchers from over 24 differ-
ent countries with a median of 109 individual participants per year. This talk summarizes the history of MIREX from its
earliest planning meeting in 2001 to the present. It will reflect upon the challenges MIREX has faced and reflect upon
how those challenges have been surmounted. In particular, we will discuss how MIREX and the MIR community has dealt
with the conflicting requirements of running an evaluation that is as open as possible while still respecting copyright re-
strictions. The presentation will propose some new models--some evolutionary, some revolutionary--for the continued
success of MIREX. Audience members are encouraged contribute their personal suggestions and ideas.
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