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In the traditional view of information retrieval, search 
engines help the user to find documents, and users then 
read those documents.  For a world in which infor-
mation is abundant and time is scarce, there are clear 
limits to the scalability of such an approach.  The alter-
native is to have our machines read documents for us, 
and then to somehow help us to find and understand 
what they have learned.  This is the perspective that mo-
tivates much of the current work on information extrac-
tion, knowledge-base population, and linked open data, 
all of which will be components of some as-yet unde-
signed system.   
In this talk, I will start by briefly reviewing some related 
projects in the USA, Europe and Japan.  I will then fo-
cus on one component of such a system that we have 
been working on at the Johns Hopkins University HLT 
COE.  Our goal is to perform cross-language entity link-
ing, associating mentions of 
entities that are found in a 
document writ- ten on one 
language with a knowledge 
base that was designed 
originally using some differ-
ent language.  In this talk, I 
will focus on a new test collection that we have built in 
which a mention of a person can be in one of 21 lan-
guages and the knowledge base is a 2009 snapshot of 
English Wikipedia.  I’ll describe an efficient way to cre-
ate such a collection using a combination of tools that 
already exist for English, large collections of parallel 
text, and some crowdsourcing.  We used this approach 
to create a publicly available multilingual cross-
language person-entity linking collection that includes 
between 875 and over 4,000 queries for each of 21 non-
English languages.  I will then present some results 
from our initial experiments with this test collection.  
I’ll conclude the talk with a few forward-looking re-
marks on the present focus of our knowledge-base pop-
ulation work.  This is joint work with Dave Doermann, 
Dawn Lawrie, Paul McNamee and Jim Mayfield. 
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